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“Love The People, Like You Love Their Culture!” 

Asbury Park School District Community: 
 

This coming week marks the halfway point of the school year. The third marking period begins 

on today, Jan. 30. Students and teachers have the first full week of the new marking period to 

push toward greater gains during the next cycle. For information specific to your child’s 

schedule, including dismissal times and abbreviated day schedules, please check with your 

child’s school. The district’s next delayed opening for students will be Feb. 8.  

 

Wednesday, Feb. 1 begins the monthly observation of Black History Month. A celebration 

started by Dr. Carter G. Woodson in 1926 as “Negro History Week.” It was his intention to 

recognize the many substantial contributions to the world by Black people, but in particular 

those Black Americans who have given to humanity.  Fifty years later in 1976, President Gerald 

Ford officially recognized Black History Month. In his speech, President Ford urged Americans 

to “seize the opportunity to honor the too-often neglected accomplishments of Black Americans 

in every area of endeavor throughout our history.”  

 

The accomplishments of Black people did not begin with being “enslaved.” This is particularly 

important to note in the current political climate, which fosters the censoring of teaching the 

true impact of systemic racism in many conservative states. These areas typically  perpetuate 

the philosophy that it was Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s “I Have A Dream” speech that changed 

the world. I invite you to take the opportunity to visit the link below to explore the many 

advancements, contributions and overall impact that Black people have made over recent 

generations. 

 

https://interestingengineering.com/the-a-z-list-of-black-inventors 
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